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. While any number of things in the real world can generate satisfaction, what
matters is that we have a natural tendency to enjoy things that help us relate to
things that are not ourselves. Like, say, a nice sunset. Also, a 7.The media storm
following a leaked draft of the European Union's draft negotiating guidelines has
raised fears about the future of the European project. Here are the facts: - After
more than four years of negotiation, the European Union's 27 member states are
now closer to adopting the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) for the
first time. That means that the EU could eventually send its own combat forces to
the frontlines of world conflicts such as Afghanistan, Kosovo, Libya, Mali or the
Western Sahara. - EU member states have already agreed to contribute up to 400
military personnel each to NATO, to act as peacekeepers in an array of UN
missions and to act as observers in the UN's war-torn Yugoslavia. - The European
Union's budget for military and security is already 10 billion euros higher than
that of the US. EU leaders are due to debate the matter on February 21 and they
have given themselves one month to finalise the draft. - Europe has already
started to build a European army. In 2004, some 10 percent of EU states - then at
the beginning of a process - had already joined this force. The same countries are
still joined to it today. - The European Union does not want to become a
"superpower" in the military field. The draft clearly states that "there are
legitimate needs to increase the defence capacities of Member States, but only
when it is demonstrated that this is proportionate". - The draft of the negotiating
guidelines outlines a total of "over 50" "common operations" that EU member
states would be willing to engage in. Among them: "troops in Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Kosovo, Macedonia, Lebanon, Chad, the Central African Republic, Ivory Coast,
Central African Republic, the Western Sahara, Liberia, Mozambique, Guinea,
Mali, Guinea-Bissau and Western Sahara, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
the Central African Republic, Sudan, Cote d'Ivoire, Sierra Leone, Liberia,
Cameroon, Angola, Gabon and Equatorial Guinea, Nigeria, Darfur and Chad,
Afghanistan, Georgia, Iraq, Palestine, Libya, Somalia and Yemen, United Nations
peacekeeping operations, the United Nations mission in Liberia, the
peacekeeping operation of the African Union in Sudan". - In practice, the EU will
have to seek the consent of the UN Security Council to launch any of these
"common operations" on the ground. - The EU's negotiations with the US on the
CFSP is currently frozen. But the declaration shows that the negotiating
guidelines are not completely empty. - The draft declares that "in case the
implementation of EU activities related to f988f36e3a
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